
Feb.
23

Join us for an evening of appetizers and 
dance moves as we present awards to 
celebrate the incredible people and 
businesses in our community. 

May
19

What better way to love the place you 
live than to serve the place you live? Join 
us for a day of community and service.

June 
1

A new event in 2019. Stay tuned to learn 
more about how you can participate!

July
4-6

Love the place you live as you celebrate 
this great nation. Activities include a 
dance, live music, a free noon meal, and 
a fireworks show.

Aug. 
2-4

Bring your whole family to the Adams 
County Fair and Rodeo. You’ll enjoy 
everything from dancing and volleyball 
to saddle bronc and mutton bustin’.

Sep.
8

Steaks cooked on pitchforks in a giant 
cast iron skillet. This is a community 
meal you won’t want to miss. 

Nov. 
29

Kickoff the holiday season right with 
fireworks, a parade of lights, and hot 
cocoa with Santa. 

Dec. Celebrate with us throughout the 
month of December with our Christmas 
Promotions Program. 

2nd
Mon.

It’s like a support group for big thinkers. 
Join us at the Peacock the 2nd Monday 
of every month at 5:30. 

1st
Thurs.

Only 30 minutes and lunch is served? 
This event was made for your busy 
schedule. Join us at noon the 1st Thurs-
day of every month for a new topic. 

Note: These dates are tentative and 
subject to change throughout the year. 

Wake Up Santa Parade

Christmas Promotions

Empowering Leaders

Lunch & Learn

Adams County Development Corporation
ACDC

Chamber Awards Banquet

Helping Hettinger Day

Buffalo Fest

4th of July Celebration

Fair & Rodeo

Pitchfork Fondue

A N N U A L
R E P O R T
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2019 Events

Contact: Community Promotions Office
PO Box 1031
120 S. Main St. 
Hettinger, ND 58639

701-567-2531
hettingerchamber@ndsupernet.com

TM

Connect: @HettingerND

#ilovehettinger
Love the Place You Live

This report was printed with the new copier/printer purchased through Partners in Marketing grant funds.
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As I near my one-year anniversary in Hettinger, I’m thankful that this gem of a community tucked 
into rural North Dakota took a chance on me. The strides we’ve made in both community and 
economic development in 2018, however, were not left to chance. The successes and growth of 
this year are a testament to the hard work and dedication of the members of this community. 
The hundreds of people who’ve volunteered their time, resources, skills, and leadership to this 
community remind me why Margaret Mead was exactly right when she said: “Never doubt that 
a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has.”

I have no doubt that together, with thoughtful action and a commitment to progress, we’ll continue 
to thrive and share with the world why it is that we love the place we live.

         Jasmin Fosheim - Executive Director

• Increase attendance at annual events
• Support Dakota Buttes Visitors Council             
efforts to recruit tourists & tour companies
• Maintain efforts for beautification of 
Hettinger through Helping Hettinger Day

Events & 
Tourism Promotion

• Secure funding to begin rehabilitating 
& equipping new facility for collaborative 
community work space & technology center
• Further explore options for the bowling alley
• Explore options for apprenticeships, distance 
learning, & partnerships with higher education

Workforce & 
Job Development 

• Improve website search engine optimization
• Increase downloads & utilization of rTown app
• Send quarterly Director’s Digest newsletters
• Increase engagement on social media pages

Marketing &
Communication

• Grow attendance for monthly Empowering 
Leaders & Lunch & Learn events 
• Provide an example for transparency & 
communication in leadership in the community
• Oversee update of Adams County strategic plan
• Develop a Main Street task force to oversee 
progress toward strategic plan & Main Street 
Initiative goals

Leadership & 
Education

2

3

4

2019 Goals

Jess Coreau-Holler has joined the team as the newest 
Executive Coordinator. Since moving to Hettinger about 
six years ago, Jess has fallen in love with the place 
she lives. Energetic and passionate about becoming 
more immersed in the Hettinger community, Jess will 
be a great asset to all that the Chamber of Commerce, 
Adams County Development Corporation, and Dakota 

Buttes Visitors Council seek to achieve in 2019!

NEW TO THE TEAM IN 2019

 Executive Director: Jasmin Fosheim
 Executive Coordinator: Annie Roehl
 Digital Marketing Intern: Brynn Honeyman
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President
Vice President
Student Rep.
Director
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Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director (Former-VP)

John Rickertsen
McKenzie Stippich

Brynn Honeyman
Collin Blade

James Lindquist
Ted Uecker

Cassidy Blade
Molly Wolf

Katie Shahan
Kortney Kindsfater

Corie Lien

President
Vice President
Student Rep.
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director (Former)

Melana Howe
Open

Mason DeFoe
Trevor Wolff

Magnus Meier
Larry Jackson
Dustin Laufer

Kathy Vliem
Matt Shahan

Joshua Ranum
James Lindquist

Shawn Hanna
Richard Wyman

Year in Review
Check out these other noteworthy projects and accomplishments of ACDC and the Chamber of Comerce in 2018:

Allete Clean Energy and 
MDU donated $8,000 to 
the Chamber to create 
billboards and a Welcome 
to Hettinger sign at the end 

of Main Street. 

To provide an example for 
regional collaboration and 
support our neighboring 
community, the Chamber & 
ACDC assisted with creating

www.reedernd.com. 
Check it out!

The Community Promotions 
Office hosted a Call to 
Action Forum to share 
concrete, research-based 
action steps to improve 
organizations, businesses, 
and community in Hettinger. 

The Chamber donated 
$30,000 to the Fair Board 
to build a permanent 
dance and event facility 
at the Adams County Fair 
Grounds. Dances at the 

new building were a hit!

Marketing 
Donation

Reeder 
WebsiteCall to Action Fairgrounds

Project

The Chamber and ACDC 
supported important 
events and projects that 
contribute to the success 
of our region, such as the 
Yellowstone Trail Marker 
project, Rural Leadership 
North Dakota,  and the 

Fusion Conference.

The Chamber and ACDC 
have received a total of 
$64,400 in generous grant 
awards and donations for 
the many projects they 
have been working on 

throughout the year. 

Along with For the Beauty of 
Hettinger and City Council 
volunteers, the Chamber 
assisted with updating 
Centennial Square, with 
projects such as  reframing 
signs and removing the 
railroad ties that once 

adorned the space. 

To support local youth 
in their career goals and 
professional, personal, and 
community growth, the 
Chamber created a digital 
marketing intership, hiring 
Hettinger senior, Brynn 

Honeyman. 

Funding 
Support $64,400Centennial 

Square Youth Intern

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Hettinger Area Chamber of Commerce

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Adams County Development Corp.



Host professional & 
community development 

events such as 
Empowering Leaders, 
Sunday Fun Day, and 

Lunch & Learns.

Provide an adapted 
incubator space for new 
& potential businesses.

Create a collaborative 
and open meeting 

space to be utilized 
by the community for 
meetings, events, and 

other needs.

Improve workforce 
development & 

education initiatives 
through the use of the 

technology in the center.
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President’s Words
The Adams County Development Corporation (ACDC) is an industrial development organization that performs the func-
tions of a job development authority or joint job development authority under contract with Adams County.  Both are  
defined and regulated by the ND Century Code and have specific but different authorities.

As an industrial development organization, the ACDC 
board was established in 1988 through resolution 
by community leaders. As a result, the Board mem-
bership is comprised of a cross-section representa-
tion of the community.  Members are appointed by 
the County Commission, and the board is comprised 
of individuals who work in education, business, in-
dustry, or have county or city appointments.

This year, ACDC retraced its steps back to its begin-
ning. It decided to find itself again or go back to its 
roots.  The travel back in time resulted in much dig-
ging through old minutes, obtaining century code 
interpretations and locating original documents.  We 
thank God that Pat Carroll knew where to look.  The 
project was made easier with her long history in the 
courthouse. As we reviewed everything, we hoped to 
hear the thoughts, words and dreams of our previ-
ous community leaders when they passed the origi-
nal resolution to form the Adams County Develop-
ment Corporation in 1988.

Their foresight was tremendous in creating ACDC as 
an industrial development organization as it provid-
ed a broader representation of the community on its 
board.  If ACDC was created as a job development 
authority, the board membership would primarily be 
individuals in county, city and township roles. Busi-
ness, education, industry and other sectors would 
have minimal representation.  As an industrial devel-
opment organization, ACDC can perform not only the 
duties of the job development authority, but also so 
much more as authorized by ND Century Code.

Moving forward, ACDC has established a comprehensive orientation program to include copies of the original resolu-
tion, contractual agreements and ND Century Code governing both designations.  The origin and intent of the board are 
now clear and understood by all board members and accessible to the public. The initial Articles of Incorporation remain 
unchanged, but the bylaws have been revised to more clearly reflect state statute. The responsibility to the public and 
stewardship of the founder’s intentions should include integrity and transparency since ACDC is funded by taxpayers.

As I leave my tenure on the ACDC Board, I want to thank the city and county for the opportunity to 
serve. This year, in my term as President of the ACDC Board, we traveled back to our beginnings so 
we could clearly define our future. Our partnership with the Hettinger Chamber of Commerce and 
Dakota Buttes Visitors Council is strong and alive. We are working closely with the city and county. 
Our excellent team at the Community Promotions Office works diligently every day to support our 
purpose. I  am excited about our future initiatives in the county and leave the board early to person-
ally support the workforce development projects that are near and dear to my heart.

Melana Howe

Adams County Development Corporation

Smart, Efficient 
Infrastructure

Healthy, Vibrant 
Communities

Skilled,
21st Century 

Workforce
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Main St.Initiative
After hosting Governonr Doug Burgum and his Main Street Initiative team, Hettinger became a member of the Main 
Street Initiative in 2018. The Main Street Initiave provides resources to help North Dakota and each of its communities 
be successful in these pillars:

In 2018 the Chamber and ACDC came together to purchase the building east of the Community 
Promotions Office. The building will be rehabilitated in the coming years, equipped with 
technology, and made available to the community to:

Community
Technology Center



$10,000 $12,8356 $333
Donation from Allete 
Clean Energy in 2015 to 

create the ACCF. 

Current balance of the 
ACCF.

Amount granted to the 
community in the first 
year of granting (2018). 

Helping Hettinger Day
On May 20th, 2018, the Hettinger Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with many other community members and 
organizations, hosted the first ever Helping Hettinger Day. The day was spent completing low-cost, quick-action projects 
around town, including: planting over 50 new trees, cleaning lawns and lots, building 20 new benches to be placed 
along Main Street, planting flowers, and painting 9 new cross walks on Main Street, which were then painted in full 
color by high school and elementary students. Look forward to the second-annual Helping Hettinger Day in 2019!

The Adams County Community Foundation (ACCF) was established in 2015 by a group of residents concerned about 
the lack of funding for local organizations. It provides a method of receiving donations and distributing grants to benefit 
projects or nonprofit organizations in Adams County.

150+
volunteers

20+
projects

completed Winner of the 2018 Governor’s Choice Community 
Development Project of the Year Award

Adams County
Community Foundation

President’s Words
Six years ago, my family moved to Hettinger from Rapid City so I could take the Research Agronomist job at the NDSU 
Hettinger Research Extension Center (HREC). I was excited about the position, but I asked Jennifer several times be-
tween applying and accepting the job “Are you sure you are OK with moving to Hettinger?” We both grew up in a small 
town in Nebraska but had come to love living in the Black Hills and hadn’t ever planned on leaving there. But life hap-

The Chamber is a volunteer board with members that have full-time jobs, making it difficult to devote the time neces-
sary to run our long-standing events while also expanding our reach. When the Adams County Development Corporation 
(ACDC) director retired, we started discussions with the ACDC board on combining their part-time director position into 
a full-time position that would serve both boards. Though the organizations have somewhat different missions, there is 
a lot of synergy with promoting and improving the economic health of Hettinger and Adams County. 

With the hiring of an Executive Director who is able to devote time to Chamber goals, we are now able to provide more 
services to our chamber members. One of the benefits of an Executive Director is having a person with the time and 
ability to apply for grants. There are many public and private grant opportunities for community improvement, but the 
application process takes a significant amount of time beyond what our volunteers could devote. In the short time our 
Executive Director, Jasmin Fosheim, has been here, we have been awarded several grants that have allowed us to im-
prove our marketing of area businesses, promote tourism and improve recreation.

One of the most exciting events this year was Helping Hettinger Day. The day greatly exceeded our expectations with 
over 150 people donating a Sunday afternoon to spruce up Hettinger and make it an even more pleasant town to live 
and work in. It shows that so many people care about the community we live in and can come together to make it even 
better. I’m looking forward to the 2nd annual Helping Hettinger Day in spring of 2019. 

As I look back on my tenure as president, it has been an exciting time to see so many positive 
changes. I look forward to the Chamber, ACDC, Dakota Buttes Visitors Council, local government 
and other community organizations working together promote the wonderful town and county we 
live in. As the new city motto says, “Love the Place You Live.”

John Rickertsen

Hettinger Area Chamber of Commerce

pens and the opportunity to take a better job was too good to pass 
up. I had been to Hettinger a few times for work. It always appeared 
to be an active and vibrant town, and being partial to the treeless 
open prairie, I always thought that if we moved to small town again 
it would be a place like Hettinger. When we visited for the interview, 
Jennifer felt it was place she could live, and since her employer has a 
work at home program, she could bring her job along with her. So, we 
packed up our things and headed up SD 79. Well, I wish it was really 
that easy to move, but that is the idealized version.

Wanting to be involved in the community we were living in, I took 
the opportunity to join the Hettinger Chamber of Commerce board of 
directors. At that time the Chamber was mainly involved in planning 
and running the major events in Hettinger like the 4th of July, the Fair 
and Rodeo, Wake Up Santa and Street Fest. Though these events did 
drive business into town, we could see that more needed to be done. 
Except for an uptick when the wind farm was being built, sales tax 
receipts had been declining for several years, and we were seeing 
businesses close. The Chamber then formed a marketing committee 
to promote shopping locally in an era when it is so easy to order on-
line and have most anything shipped to your doorstep. Hopefully you 
have seen the billboards on the east and west side of town, heard 
the promotional spots on the local radio, and read the business spot-
lights in the local papers.
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Adams County  
Development Corporation

The Adams County Development Corporation has spent 
the year restructuring to better serve our county. In the 
midst of important reorganization efforts, we also focused 
on offering the following high-quality services to our 
businesses  and community:

ACDC received a $28,000 
USDA grant to study the 
feasibility of reopening 
the bowling alley as a 

community recreation facility 
and hands-on learning lab. 

ACDC partnered with the City 
Council to rebrand Hettinger, 
conducting surveys to identify 

a new name for the Armory 
and a city slogan. 

ACDC developed the vision, 
organizational structure and  

board of directors for  the 
Adams County Community 

Foundation. 

ACDC explored options for 
removing barriers to the 

development of important 
services in our community. 

ACDC awarded over $16,000 
in grant funds to new and 

existing businesses in 
Hettinger to assist with 

loans and one-time building 
improvements. 

ACDC met with over 20 
existing and potential 

businesses exploring options 
for expansion and start-up in 

Adams County. 

• Allocation of Funds for Business Microgrants
• Professional & Business Development Events
• Regional & Statewide Representation
• Business Recruitment & Retention
• Workforce & Job Development
• Adams County Community Foundation
• Tourism Promotion

Bowling Alley

Branding

Community
Foundation

Development

Microgrants

Business
Support

Provide assistance to new & existing businesses
Coordinate efforts of groups & individuals to economically benefit the community
Identify & work on specific needs in the community 
Develop & coordinate education efforts

Goals:

In 2018, the Chamber of Commerce turned its focus toward 
improving the caliber of its events, marketing Hettinger 
to the region effectively across multiple platforms, and 
leading by example to show how community development 
projects can move quickly and cost-effectively from ideas 
to action. Services provided by the Chamber include:

The Chamber was awarded 
a $24,500 grant for a 
Hettinger app and  to 

hire a marketing intern, 
photographer,  and 

videographer.

The Chamber created a 
Hettinger app, complete 
with a Chamber business 

directory, community 
events calendar, and push 

notification system.

The Chamber was 
awarded funds to purchase 
over 20 lawn and outdoor 

games, adding a new option 
for community recreation.

The Midco Foundation 
awarded the Community 

Promotions Office $2,000 
to purchase a projector and 
screen for use at events and 

meetings. 

The Chamber updated the 
Hettinger website to better 
recruit potential community 

members and tourists, 
including the addition of 

local photography. 

The Chamber created a 
Perks Program, allowing 

businesses to market deals 
and discounts that will draw 
consumers in and drive sales 

starting in 2019. 

• Marketing Hettinger & Social Media
• Business Spotlight Features in Local Media
• Shop Local Campaigns
• Tourism Promotion & Events
• Professional & Business Development Events
• Chamber Perks
• Member Referrals

Partners in 
Marketing

rTown App

AARP Grant

Technology 
Grant

Website
Overhaul

Perks
Program

Hettinger Area
Chamber of Commerce

Promote & support Hettinger businesses
Sponsor events to attract people to Hettinger

Goals: 


